
January 14, 2024 
 

Encounters:  
Wedding Party  

 
Scripture: John 2:1-12 
 
Big Idea: The work of Jesus at the wedding represents a new reality in which an encounter with Him 
leads to joy and transformation. 
 
The Challenge: Often Jesus can be seen as a kill joy – one who takes away fun through rules and 
restrictions. The sign in John 2 offers a different take. Instead of being a kill joy, Jesus is the joy bringer 
as he returns the party through a miraculous intervention.  
 
Pastoral Prayer for this Message:  
Having lost His joy on the cross for us, we would be people of joy.   
 
Questions for Discussion:  

 
1. The Interpretative Lens vs. 11 
▪ Have you ever experienced any miraculous events in your life? The type of encounter, 

circumstances, or experiences that could only be explained by the intervention of God.  

• How does verse 11 help shape our interpretation of the rest of the passage?  
 

2. Jesus’ Hour vs. 1-5 

• What does Jesus’ “hour” refer to throughout the rest of John’s gospel?  

• Jesus knows that people will receive joy because He will eventually lose his on the Cross. What 
difference does Jesus’ sacrificial death for you make in your daily life?   

 
3. Jesus’ Inauguration vs. 6-8 

• What did the ceremonial jars represent for John? What new era is Jesus’ ushering in?  

• What is the difference between cold religion and the gospel of Jesus? (See the chart on page 2) 
o Which one resonates with you the most?  

 
4. Jesus’ Feast vs. 9-10 

• How does Jesus being the bringer of wedding festival joy challenge some of your assumptions, 
or culture’s assumptions, about who He is?  
 

5. Jesus’ Invitation vs. 11 

• The outcome of the sign was the disciples believed in Him. This also is understood that they 
trusted in Him. What area of your life are you needing to trust Jesus in this week?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


